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PRESS RELEASE 



Thursday 10 June 2010

The Curtain Rises on Assembly’s Theatre Programme for 2010 
A destination venue for quality theatre at the Fringe, Assembly celebrates its 30th anniversary year with a diverse and inspiring programme to suit all tastes and ages. The programme of over 30 shows includes ground-breaking new work, major literary adaptations, star turns, political, popular and physical theatre, and site-specific performances. 

Assembly and Aberdeen Performing Arts are delighted to present stage adaptations of two of Scotland’s most famous and popular novels, Sunset Song and The Silver Darlings. Adapted by Alastair Cording and directed by Kenny Ireland, Lewis Grassic Gibbons’ Sunset Song follows the life of Chris Guthrie from child to woman growing up on a small farm in the North East of Scotland in the early part of the 20th Century. Exploring themes of national identity and the impact of war, the play charts the great journey from tradition to modernity. The Silver Darlings, Neil Gunn’s celebrated epic tale of land and sea adapted for the stage by Peter Arnott and also directed by Kenny Ireland, is a powerful and touching story of love lost and found again. Both plays feature a distinguished Scottish cast including Hannah Donaldson, Jimmy Chisholm and Duncan Anderson. 

Audiences looking for bravura performances in solo shows can choose from Simon Callow in the world premiere of Shakespeare - The Man From Stratford, an evocation of the life and times of the Bard and his unforgettable characters, directed by Tom Cairns and written by Jonathan Bate, the author celebrated for his RSC adaptation of the Complete Works of Shakespeare; Linda Marlowe in My Hamlet, a vivid exploration of Shakespeare’s tragic hero performed with puppets from Georgia’s inspiring Fingers Theatre; Bob Kingdom reviving his award-winning portrayals of Dylan Thomas and Truman Capote; Tony nominated actor Tony Tanner playing world famous arts impresario Sergei Diaghilev in Charlatan and Clive Russell giving the performance of a lifetime as Snooker World champion Derek Hodges in Touching The Blue. 
For daring, avant-garde physical theatre, look no further than Anatomy of Fantasy, the new show from triple ‘Fringe First’ winners, DO-Theatre. Making its UK premiere in the Assembly Ballroom, expect breathtaking physical expression, the stuff of genius. 


Fulfilling theatre’s great purpose of presenting us with global perspectives, British playwright Alecky Blythe’s Do We Look Like Refugees? - a verbatim play created from interviews recorded in a Georgian refugee settlement, produced in association with the National Theatre Studio and Georgia’s leading theatre company, Rustaveli Theatre – examines the lives of those who lost their homes in the August war of 2008; Nilaja Sun presents her insightful and hilarious look into New York City’s public education system, No Child; and writer/director Rory Kilalea presents Colours, a haunting story of a single mother in Africa. 

Fans of powerful love stories and domestic dramas will relish Some Gorgeous Accident, a new adaptation of Scottish author James Kennaway’s blazing tale of love, friendship, sex and drink; Wonderland, the true story of Lewis Carroll and Isa Bowman, the actress who played Alice on stage, in a new play by Festival veteran Gyles Brandreth starring Michael Maloney as Lewis Carroll; and Misconception, a contemporary satire exploring love, friendship and the rights and responsibilities of 21st century parenthood. 

It’s not only world views and domestic dramas on offer in Assembly’s theatre programme but also some rather unusual Edinburgh city centre locations. Breaking out from Assembly’s three main venues, site-specific work this year includes: 
Anything Bloody Goes with Your Dream Wedding, a theatre show in a bridal store on Multrees Walk; Royal  & Derngate, Northampton presenting Honest at Milne’s Bar and tips on banking and baking at the Aga Showrooms in At Home with Mrs Moneypenny. 

All this, plus John Godber’s Olivier award-winning comedy Up ‘N’ Under in a new production starring Abi Titmuss, The Big Bite-Size Breakfast featuring three great collections of ten-minute plays from around the world and much, much more. 
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