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PRESS RELEASE 

Thursday 10 June 2010

Edinburgh Festival Fringe

Comedy Delights at Assembly 2010

The festival season is fast approaching and Assembly is delighted to present a tantalising array of comedy at this year’s Edinburgh Fringe Festival. Our programme is bristling with the very best in international comedy, from big household names, rising stars and festival favourites, to circus freaks and burlesque beauties; expect guaranteed giggles, late night revelry and good times aplenty. 

We’re pleased to be hosting over 35 comedy shows in our 30th anniversary year, a milestone which confirms Assembly as arguably the most established venue of the Edinburgh Fringe. In our thirty years we have introduced the very best names in comedy to festival audiences including French & Saunders, Jack Dee and Bill Bailey, to name but a few. 

Some of the best loved names in comedy will be gracing the Assembly stage this year, including Fringe favourite Jason Byrne, who returns with a show that is infectiously funny and full of surprises, Richard Herring asks some theological questions in Christ on a Bike: The Second Coming; and we’re also pleased to host new shows from other well known luminaries including Kevin Bridges, Mark Watson, David Mitchell and Sean Lock.  

Other leading lights include Arj Barker of The Flight of the Conchords fame who shows us he’s more than a TV comic in Let Me Do The Talking. Chris Addison (The Thick of It & In the Loop) also displays his stand-up credentials with a big slab of acclaimed comedy. Ardal O’Hanlon (actor, and star of Father Ted), brings his new stand up show to the Assembly Rooms, prior to an autumn tour. 

From the States we welcome the gifted comedy film actress, Jennifer Coolidge (American Pie, Legally Blonde, Best in Show) in her solo show Yours For the Night. 

Another Stateside comedienne bound to grab headlines is the rising star Charlene Yi, a kooky, talented 23 year-old who delivered a scene stealing role in the hit film Knocked Up; in her Edinburgh debut she will tickle your funny bone with songs and stories about love. 

We’re also thrilled that last year’s hit sensation, The Pajama Men, will be back in all their physical comedy glory for one weekend only, fresh from winning best comedy awards in Melbourne and Sydney. Also a big hit from Melbourne and Edinburgh bound is Busting Out – an audacious, raucous, funny and empowering affirmative celebration of the female body; fresh from a sell-out tour around the Antipodes.

Assembly also presents our perennial festival hit Best of the Fest – a compilation of the Fringe’s greatest comedians; anyone who’s anyone will be on the bill in this must-see show. We’re also delighted to present The Crack, our edgy late night variety night brimming with the cream of the cabaret crop – with stand-up, variety, and side splitting comic performance – hosted by Amy Miss Behave of La Clique fame and including a wonder of comedians including Nina Conti and Phil Kaye. 

Our Festival Favourites this year feature a heavy Australian contingent including the inimitable charmer Adam Hills, funny woman Hannah Gadsby and the laconic Carl Barron, a huge name in the Antipodes where he’s outsold Robin Williams on DVD. Also from Down Under are the company Tripod, who combine geekdom and humour in a musical version of Dungeons and Dragons Versus the Dragon. 

Other comedy jewels in the Assembly crown include the awesomely awesome New Art Club, the darker than dark Neil Hamburger making his Fringe Festival debut, and Ireland’s favourites Des Bishop, Andrew Maxwell and Pete Johansson. 
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