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PRESS RELEASE 

Thursday 10 June 2010

Family Fun and Kids Shows at Assembly  

Celebrating 30 years of fun on the Fringe, Assembly has cherry picked the best in kids’ entertainment for its anniversary programme. Thrills, spills, songs, drama, high-energy and pure, madcap antics abound in a selection of shows that will appeal to young audiences and the inner child in all of us. 
Virtuoso clown and Cirque de Soleil star Julien Cottereau presents his new show, Imagine Toi, fresh from a sell-out seven month run in Paris and before that, packed houses at the Sydney Opera House. Hailed as a worthy heir to the mimic Marceau and also compared to Buster Keaton and Charlie Chaplin, Julien Cottereau uses only a funny hat and his supreme talent as a mime and sound effects artist to create a world of monsters and princesses, of tenderness and emotion, humour and grace. Without saying a word, he presents a show with universal appeal, where imagination plays a pivotal role.

From France to Scotland, and likewise following a rip-roaring run at the Sydney Opera House, Just Macbeth! turns Shakespeare’s most gruesome tragedy on its head, and becomes, in the hands of acclaimed children’s writer Andy Griffiths and director Wayne Harrison, a madcap production full of bum jokes, marshmallows and a garden gnome. Starring the characters from his best-selling Just! series of children’s books, our young heroes concoct a witches’ magical brew as part of their school project and suddenly find themselves on a freezing Scottish heath with kings and queens, speaking very strange English. Really silly, with plenty of slapstick, the play explores the themes of Macbeth through the eyes of Griffiths’ hilarious characters, and also introduces a young audience to Shakespearean language.

Award-winning former Children’s Laureate Michael Morpurgo’s story Farm Boy is a sequel to his much-loved novel War Horse (adapted in a critically acclaimed and multi-award winning National Theatre production), a moving account of the changing face of the English countryside. This funny, touching story of four generations on a family farm, presents at its centre the extraordinary history behind an old Fordson tractor tucked away at the back of the barn. Magical, with moments of high drama, this is gripping theatre for all the family. 
Out of the gate and on to the stage went Hairy Maclary from Donaldson’s Dairy. Join Hairy Maclary and Friends in this fun-filled adaptation of Lynley Dodd’s much-loved children’s book. Featuring all of your favourite characters such as Bottomley Potts covered in spots, Muffin Maclay like a bundle of hay, Schnitzel von Krumm with a very low tum and the wickedest tomcat of them all… Scarface Claw!

James Campbell’s Comedy & Songs for Kids is a brand new stand-up comedy show, mixed with funny songs about life, sausages and how superheroes go the toilet. An absurdist genius and a firm Assembly favourite, we’re delighted to welcome James back to the Fringe. 
For further information and images please contact:

Catherine Bromley, Ian Cuthbert or Kelly Fogarty in the Assembly Press Office
Assembly Press Office

e: press@assemblyfestival.com  

p: 0131 623 3050 / 0131 623 3026

www.assemblyfestival.com 

