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PRESS RELEASE 

Thursday 10 June 2010
ASSEMBLY CELEBRATES 30 YEARS AS THE ‘JEWEL IN THE CROWN OF THE FRINGE’
Celebrating 30 years as one of the premiere venues at the world’s leading arts festival, Assembly has brought together an anniversary programme that celebrates the best in theatre, comedy, dance, music and family entertainment, both looking back to past “greats” whilst also promoting the best of the new.

Producers, directors and performers who made their name at Assembly are back to join the party, along with new productions and names here to make their mark in 2010. 

Across an overall programme totalling120 shows hosted in 10 performance spaces in three major city centre venues, including our new festival experience at Princes Street Gardens, the 30th anniversary highlights include: 

Simon Callow in the world premiere of Shakespeare - The Man From Stratford, a new play by Shakespeare scholar Jonathan Bate (the pre-eminent Shakespeare biographer), in which he evokes the life and times of the Bard and his unforgettable characters. Simon Callow returns following his most recent success at Assembly, the 2008 hit, Dickens’ Dr Marigold & Mr Chops.

The Talk Show – a new show concept that assembles some of the famous names who launched their careers at Assembly and have remained ongoing friends of the Festival. Hosted by Frank Skinner, expect to see the likes of Jo Brand, Alistair McGowan and Mel Smith. The full programme will be announced online (www.assemblyfestival.com). Interviewees will also include the new faces of the festival.

Guy Masterson, the acclaimed actor/director/producer reviving his two greatest solo shows Animal Farm and Under Milk Wood, both for one night only. Masterson returns to Assembly this year with 4 additional shows, including I Elizabeth, a powerful one-woman show about the early life of Queen Elizabeth I, from the same creative team that brought the 2009 Fringe hit Austen’s Women.
Alan Cumming the Olivier and Tony award-winning actor, making a grand return to the Assembly Stage with his own production, I Bought A Blue Car Today, a showcase of his favourite songs. Alan was last seen on the Assembly stage with Forbes Masson in 1988 in the farewell performance of the much loved Victor and Barry.
John Godber directing a new version of Hull Truck’s famous play Up ‘N’ Under, starring Abi Titmuss as the plucky gym instructor tasked with getting an amateur rugby team into shape. Hull Truck has been an established Assembly company from the very early years on the Fringe.

Bob Kingdom, the award-winning actor returning to Assembly to perform his celebrated portrayals of Truman Capote and Dylan Thomas

 
Fascinating Aida, Britain’s top female comedy singing trio performing a greatest hits show in celebration of Assembly's 30 year history.

 
And all the names now so closely associated with Assembly – comedians Jason Byrne and Chris Addison; multi-Fringe First winning actor David Calvitto; Irish chanteuse Camille; Italian guitar supremo Antonio Forcione; the inspirational Soweto Gospel Choir – this year performing with South Africa’s latest singing sensations, The Bala Brothers; and Gyles Brandreth back with his new show Wonderland starring Michael Maloney, the true story of Lewis Carroll and the actress Isa Bowman.

Also new to Assembly for 2010, we have the Festival debut of America’s Funnyman, Neil Hamburger, Aussie stand-up superstar Carl Barron and fellow antipodeans, Tripod delivering their unique brand of musical, character comedy; and the sensational club night and now global phenomena Guilty Pleasures.
Fans of Assembly’s large-scale spectaculars won’t be disappointed by Soap! The Show, a stunning mix of trapeze, slapstick, dance and astounding acrobatics, all performed in, on and around bathtubs. 

William Burdett-Coutts, Artistic Director of Assembly, said today: ‘I came to the festival as a student and began Assembly as part of the Fringe ethos that anyone can do anything. Thirty years later the organization has grown to become an integral part of the festival and our ambition, as ever, is to present a remarkable programme and set a quality standard that bridges the Fringe and the International Festival. The line up this year is extraordinary and fit for a fantastic celebration”.
/ENDS

For more information, interview requests and images, please contact Assembly Press Office: 

Catherine Bromley, Head of Press, Tel: 0131 623 3026; Mobile: 07843 626 042; Email: catherinebromley@assemblyfestival.com
 
Ian Cuthbert / Kelly Fogarty, Press Managers, Tel: 020 8237 1025 (until 19 July), during the Fringe 0131 623 3050; Email: iancuthbert@assemblyfestival.com; kellyfogarty@assemblyfestival.com 

Notes to Editors: 

· Assembly at Princes St Gardens presents a new and exciting Festival experience, a destination venue in the heart of the city featuring free entertainment, tasty bites and the Bulmers Summerside Garden – a outdoor drinking venue with live music, prize giveaways and special promotions.  

· For the full Assembly programme and to see trailers for all our shows this year, take a look at the website: www.assemblyfestival.com
· Follow Assembly on Twitter (Assemblyfest) and become a fan on Facebook for gossip, offers and updates.

· Assembly launches a free i-phone application this year, featuring a daily diary, full listings for each show and a ‘Shake for a Show’ facility which allows users to random select a show. Available on the App Store. 


